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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. What exactly is the “Combined Degree Program”?

The Combined Degree Program (CDP) is a specially designed, accelerated curriculum for non-nurse college graduates (U.S. Bachelor’s Degree or its equivalent) who wish to study nursing in a first professional degree program (BSN) combined with the option of an advanced professional degree program (MS).  The Lienhard School of Nursing has long been a leader in second degree education for non-nursing college graduates, and has offered the CDP in Pleasantville since 1984.  Acceleration is possible for the BSN portion by giving recognition to previous baccalaureate education and by recognizing that the college graduate is an able learner by virtue of previous educational and life experiences.  The CDP (BSN and MS portions) is available on both the Pleasantville and New York City campuses.  The CDP begins every September for New York City students and every January for Pleasantville students.  Admission is highly competitive and class size is limited.

2. How long is the Combined Degree Program?

The BSN portion can be completed in one calendar year of full time study, consisting of 50 credits in the nursing major that includes 6 graduate credits that can be double-counted for the MS degree.  Most classes are held during the day.  Scheduled clinical experiences are held during the day, often beginning at 7am, and independent experiences may be day or evening.  Selected courses may be offered in the evening.

The (optional) MS portion of the CDP can be started the semester immediately following BSN graduation and, depending upon the major chosen, can be completed in a full time sequence of four semesters.  All graduate courses are held in the evening, and clinical practica generally occur during the day.

3. Is the baccalaureate portion of the Combined Degree Program full-time or part-time?

As a student in the baccalaureate portion of the CDP Program, you may progress according to a one-year full time plan (if you have all science prerequisites) or a two-year plan (if you do not have all science prerequisites).  

4. When does the CDP begin on each campus?


Cycle for CDP entry is:
Every Fall: New York City



Every Spring: Pleasantville

5. Is the CDP program accredited?

All Lienhard School of Nursing (LSN) programs, including the Combined Degree Program, are approved by the New York State Education Department.  The baccalaureate and masters degree programs in nursing at Pace University are accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education, One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 530, Washington, DC 20036, (202) 887-6791.

6. What is your pass rate for NCLEX-RN (the national licensure exam)?
The total LSN pass rate for graduates of the two baccalaureate programs (RN4 and BSN portion of the CDP) on the national licensure examination for registered nurses (NCLEX-RN) for January through September 2004 exceeded the New York State passing rate for the same time period.  

Semesters 1 (& 4): Fall/NYC, Spring/PLV


Semesters 2 (& 5): Spring/NYC, Summer/PLV


Semesters 3 (& 6): Summer/NYC, Fall PLV

BSN PROGRAM OPTIONS

Option 1: One-year Full time Plan for Students with Completed Science Prerequisites 

	Semester 1
	Credits
	Semester 2
	Credits
	Semester 3
	Credits

	NUR 452

NUR 454

NUR 456

NUR 458


	Exploration Into Nursing Concepts

Holistic Approach to Systems

Assessment

Relationship - Centered Communication

Clinical for Communication & Assessment
	2

4

4

6
	NUR 460
Care Management 
Across Health 
Trajectories

NUR 463 
Nutrition and Nursing Care Management

NUR 462
Mechanisms of Mind
Body Health/Illness

NUR 464
Pharmacology and 
Nursing Care 
Management
	8

2

4

3


	NUR 466
Transition into 
Professional Practice

NUR 468
Spirit of Inquiry

NUR 6XX Elective  (


NUR 6XX Elective  (
	9

2

3

3

	Total
	16
	Total
	17
	Total
	17


Option II: Two-Year Plan for Students without Science Prerequisites

	Year I

Semester 1
	Credits
	Semester 2
	Credits
	Semester 3
	Credits

	NUR 452

BIO 152

CHEM 101
	2

4

3
	BIO 153

NUR 463

NUR 464
	4

2

3
	BIO 264

NUR 6XX  (
	4

3

	Total
	9
	Total
	9
	Total
	7

	Year II

Semester 4
	Credits
	Semester 5
	Credits
	Semester 6
	Credits

	NUR 454

NUR 456

NUR 458
	4

4

6
	NUR 460

NUR 462
	8

4
	NUR 466

NUR 468

NUR 6XX  (

	9

2

3

	Total
	14
	Total
	12
	Total
	14


Option III: Two-Year Part-time Plan for Students with Science Prerequisites

	Year I

Semester 1
	Credits
	Semester 2
	Credits
	Semester 3
	Credits

	NUR 452

NUR 456


	2

4
	NUR 463

NUR 464

NUR 462
	2

3

4
	NUR 6XX  (
NUR 6XX  (
	3

3

	Total
	6
	Total
	9
	Total
	6

	Year II

Semester 4
	Credits
	Semester 5
	Credits
	Semester 6
	Credits

	NUR 454

NUR 458
	4

6
	NUR 460
	8
	NUR 466

NUR 468
	9

2

	Total
	10
	Total
	8
	Total
	11


(  See advisor prior to choosing this course

	Prerequisite Requirements*
	Credits
	Pace Grade
	Other College
	
	Nursing 

Courses
	Credits
	Pace Grade
	Other College

	Baccalaureate Degree
	57
	
	
	
	NUR 452 Exploration Into Nursing Concepts
	2
	
	

	Psychology
	3
	
	
	
	NUR 454 Holistic Approach to Systems Assessment
	4
	
	

	Statistics 

(MAT 134)
	3
	
	
	
	NUR 456 Relationship -Centered Communication
	4
	
	

	A&P I**

(BIO 152)
	4
	
	
	
	NUR 458 Clinical for NUR 454 & 456
	5
	
	

	A&P II**

(BIO 153)
	4
	
	
	
	NUR 460 Care Management Across Health Trajectories
	8
	
	

	Microbiology**
(BIO 264)
	4
	
	
	
	NUR 461 Therapeutic Nursing Interventions
	1
	
	

	Chemistry**

(CHE 101)
	3
	
	
	
	NUR 462 Mechanisms of MindBody Health/Illness
	4
	
	

	Note: Computer Science 3 credits (or) evidence of word processing & data entry skills is pre- or co-requisite to graduate nursing courses.
	
	NUR 463 Nutrition and Nursing Care Management
	2
	
	

	Total Prerequisite Credits = 78
	
	NUR 464 Pharmacology and Nursing Care Management
	3
	
	

	*
The prerequisite requirements may be completed at Pace or transferred in.  For transfer credit to be granted, a grade of C or better must be earned.

**
If taken > 10 years ago, student must take a challenge test at a cost of one credit.

( See advisor prior to choosing this course
	
	NUR 466 Transition into Professional Practice
	9
	
	

	
	
	NUR 468 Spirit of Inquiry
	2
	
	

	
	
	NUR 6XX Elective (
	3
	
	

	
	
	NUR 6XX Elective (
	3
	
	

	
	
	Total Nursing Credits
	50
	
	



INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION

1. For an LSN Graduate Catalog or for information on transferability of liberal arts courses and science courses, contact the Office of Graduate Admission in New York City at (212) 346-1531 or in Westchester at (914) 422-4283.

2. The Lienhard School of Nursing has established the following criteria for admission:

· Scholastic achievement as evidenced by previous academic work.  All prior transcripts must be submitted to the Office of Graduate Admission

· Scores (no older than 5 years) on the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) or the Miller Analogy Test (MAT) . (Note: The standardized test is waived for those who hold graduate degrees.)

· Motivation, leadership potential, and maturity as evidenced by prior work experience, extra-curricular activities, letters of recommendation, and responses to questions on the application

The Office of Graduate Admission will process applications after ALL materials have been received.

3. Application for Graduate Admission (BSN/MS applicants are admitted through Graduate Admission)
Complete the application form in the Graduate Catalog and return to one of the following:
Pace University, Office of Graduate Admission
Pace University, Office of Graduate Admission
1 Martine Avenue
1 Pace Plaza
White Plains, NY  10606-1932
New York City, New York 10038
(914) 422-4283
(212) 346-1531

Indicate your credential objective as BSN/MS for Non-Nurse College Graduate on the application, which must be accompanied by a $65 non-refundable application fee (check or money order), payable to Pace University.

4. Transcripts
Please arrange for an official transcript to be sent from each academic institution that you attended to the Office of Graduate Admission.

5. Letters of Recommendation
Two letters of recommendation are required.  It is suggested that a college instructor, employer, or community professional complete the letters of recommendation, and return them to the Office of Graduate Admission.

6. Entrance Examination
GRE or MAT scores are required before final processing of the application. (Note: The standardized test is waived for those who hold graduate degrees.)  Have scores sent to the Office of Graduate Admission:  Use code number R2644 for reporting GRE scores to White Plains or R2635 for reporting GRE scores to New York City.  Use code number for reporting MAT scores to White Plains is 1489 or 1491 for reporting MAT scores to New York City.  GRE: (609) 771-7670, www.gre.org  MAT: (800) 622-3231, www.tpcweb.com.

7. Admission to the CDP program is highly competitive, and the deadline for the receipt of application with all credentials is approximately 90 days before the start date of the semester you wish to begin.  Because class size is limited, however, applicants are encouraged to complete their application as early as possible.

8. A personal interview may be required before a candidate is admitted to matriculated status.

9. Students will be notified of the decision, in writing, as soon as possible after the application is complete

10. Tuition
Tuition for 100 through 400 level courses is charged at the Undergraduate rate.  The two 600 level courses in the BSN and all MS courses are charged at the Graduate rate.  Tuition rates are posted on the Pace website, www.pace.edu.  For additional fees, see the Pace University Course Schedule.

11. Financial Aid
For information about loans and scholarships, contact the Financial Aid Office at (914) 773-3501 in Westchester or (212) 346-1300 in New York City.

12. A computer with Internet accessibility is strongly recommended for course requirements and communication.

Student
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Total Credits for BSN = 128





For further information, contact�nursing@pace.edu or�call 914-773-3552
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